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1b. What did they find when they got there? (vv. 1–3).

2. Of what were they reminded by the angels? (vv. 4–7; cf. 9:21–
22; 18:31–34).

3a. What is said about the women upon receiving this reminder?

3b. What did they do upon returning from the tomb?

3c. How did the apostles receive their message? (vv. 8–11).

4a. What, however, did Peter do?

4b. What did he see at the tomb?

4c. What was the effect on him?

The Appearance of Jesus to Two Disciples on the Road to 
Emmaus (24:13–35)

1. What was the subject of conversation between the two men as 
they traveled? (vv. 13–14).

2. Observe:  This is the first appearance of Jesus recorded by 
Luke.  What was the first reaction of the two disciples? (vv. 15–16).

We are given only the fact in verse 16—not the explanation.  In 
any case, observe how Jesus proceeds ... what the lack of recognition 
permitted him to do.

3. Jesus inquires into the subject of their conversation.  They are 
first surprised that anyone sojourning in Jerusalem would not know 
about the recent events, but go on to explain finally.  List 
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Lesson One Luke 1:1–25

Introduction (1:1–4)

1. How did Luke come to write the book which bears his 
name?

2. What were the original sources of information for the 
matters of which Luke writes?

3. How did Luke prepare for writing?

4. What was the purpose of Luke’s writing?

5. On the basis of this introduction, discuss the value of 
The Gospel According to Luke to us.

Birth of John the Baptist Foretold (1:5–25)

1. Luke began by writing classical Greek (1:1–4).  But the 
Greek of the birth narratives is strongly Hebraistic in style, 
likely due to the sources from which Luke drew.  Luke had 
endeavored to trace “the course of all things accurately from 
the first” (v. 3).  Who is likely to have been the source of his 
information with regard to the birth narratives?  (You may want 
to read the first two chapters before answering.)

2. Give the characteristics of John’s parents (vv. 5–7).
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3. What was Zacharias doing in the temple and what were the 
people doing outside when the angel appeared? (vv. 8–11; cf. 
Rev. 5:8 re. the significance of incense).

4. Consider whether Zacharias’ “supplication” (vv. 12–13) may 
not be explained in the light of the longing of pious Israelites at the 
time (cf. 2:25–32, 38).

5. Summarize the mission of John as brought out in vv. 14–17.
Note:  “Fathers” in the phrase “to turn the hearts of the fathers 

to the children” (v. 17) likely refers to the forefathers of the nation.  
Consult Malachi 4:5–6 (cf. references to Levi and descendants in 
2:4–9, and “sons of Jacob” in 3:6), and look for an explanation of 
the phrase in Isaiah 29:22f; 63:16.  Add to that the parallelism with 
“the disobedient to walk in the wisdom of the just.”  The present 
children were alienated from the pious ancient fathers.  John 
would reconcile them.

6. Why did Zacharias stumble over the announcement? (v. 
18).

7. Zacharias was given a sign, but no doubt not one such as 
he would have chosen, for it was at the same time a judgment 
against his unbelief (vv. 19–23).  Explain.

8. See if you can enter into the feelings that moved Elizabeth 
to retire to herself for five months (vv. 24f).  Give your thoughts.
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Lesson Twenty-six Luke 24

Resurrection and Ascension

We stand on holy ground indeed as we come to the last 
chapter and consider some of the most precious words in all the 
scriptures.  The facts related here must be treasured in the heart 
of every disciple and thoroughly mastered so that we may be able 
to present the case to an unbelieving world.

The resurrection story as Luke relates it involves a gradual 
unfolding of the facts.  I will try to write questions that will make us 
focus on each fact as it is unfolded until the account is complete 
and the evidence is in.

The significance of the resurrection as the great sign of Jesus’ 
messiahship and deity should be clear when the charge on which 
he was put to death is considered.  He was rejected by the Jews 
and crucified as a blasphemer, claiming to be the messiah and the 
son of God when he was only a man.  The resurrection was like 
an appeal to a higher court.  The verdict of the Sanhedrin was 
overturned.  Jesus was entirely vindicated.

Finally, recall Luke’s introductory statement about his method 
(1:1–4).  “Having traced the course of all things accurately from 
the first,” Luke now reports his findings with regard to the Sunday 
following the death of Jesus.

The Empty Tomb (24:1–12; cf. Matt. 28:1–10; Mark 16:1–
8; John 20:1–10)

1a. Why did the women go to the tomb?
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the commentary in Hebrews 9:6–8, 24 & 10:19–20, explain the 
bearing of the rent veil on the meaning of the death of Jesus. 

3. Luke puts special emphasis on the innocence of Jesus.  For the 
fourth time in this chapter the innocence of Jesus was proclaimed at 
his death (v. 47).  List the four testimonies to his innocence.

4. What was the effect of the death of Jesus on the multitudes? (v. 
48; cf. 18:13).

5. Describe the position of Jesus’ friends at his death (v. 49).

Burial (23:50–56; cf. Matt. 27:57–61; Mark 15:42–47; John 
19:38–42)

1. Describe the loving attention given to the body of Jesus by (a) 
Joseph of Arimathaea and (b) the women from Galilee.

2a. Gleaning information from all the accounts, describe Joseph of 
Arimathaea as fully as possible.

2b. What great change comes upon him at the death of Jesus?

3. Explain the time element (v. 54).

4. Though Luke does not call attention to it (and perhaps we 
should not distract attention from his precise emphasis), explain how 
the burial of Jesus fulfilled and thus clarified a remarkable prophecy 
(Is. 53:9).  
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Lesson Two Luke 1:26–56

Birth of Jesus Foretold (1:26–38)

1. Describe Mary at the time Gabriel came to her (vv. 26f).

2. What puzzled Mary when the angel appeared? (vv. 28–
30).

3. How did Gabriel explain himself? (vv. 31–33).

4. The promised son would be “great” (v. 32; cf. v. 15).  
How is this greatness explained? (vv. 32–33).

5. Relate this announcement to the Old Testament (cf. 2 
Sam. 7:11b–16; Is. 9:6–7; Jer. 33:14–26; Ezek. 34:23–24; 
37:24–25; etc.).

6. Mary’s question (v. 34) was treated differently than 
Zacharias’ question (v. 18) had been.  How were the questions 
different?

7. Verse 35 comes as close as the Bible ever comes to 
explaining the birth (or conception) of Jesus.  Pay close 
attention.  Why would the child born of Mary “be called the Son 
of God”?

8. What would the information about Elizabeth’s 
conception do for Mary? (vv. 36–37).



8

9. Summarize Mary’s attitude after this explanation (v. 38).  
Relate her expression to the circumstances and consider how 
much faith was involved.

Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth (1:39–45)

1. Are you surprised at this visit? (vv. 39–40).  Explain.

2. What enabled Elizabeth to recognize Mary as the mother of 
her Lord? (vv. 41–44).

3. What prophecy did Elizabeth make under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit? (v. 45).

Song of Mary (1:46–56)

1. What personal feelings with regard to what was happening 
to her did Mary express? (vv. 46–50).

2. She spoke further of God’s reversal of the human situation 
(vv. 51–53).  How does this matter apply in her case?

3. Explain how the present divine actions are related to the Old 
Testament in vv. 54–55 (cf. Gen. 12:1–3; 22:15–18).

4. List characteristics of God to which attention is drawn in this 
song.
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4. Discuss the superscription over Jesus—from Pilate’s 
standpoint (cf. John 19:19–22); what it would mean to the Jews; 
the truth proclaimed thereby.

The Two Malefactors (23:39–43; only in Luke, but note 
Matt. 2:44; Mark 15:32)

1. Discuss the implications of the malefactor’s request (v. 42).  
An astounding statement under the circumstances!  Cf. 9:26–27.

2. Discuss also the implications of Jesus’ promise (v. 43 with 2 
Cor. 12:2, 4 & Rev. 2:7).

3. Points to ponder:  We do not know whether the thief was 
baptized, earlier of course (cf. Matt. 3:5–6; Luke 7:29–30).  And 
the case has no bearing at all on whether we must be baptized 
(Heb. 9:15–17).  But when someone dismisses such passages as 
Acts 2:38 & 22:16 with the remark, “What about the thief on the 
cross?” he should examine his motive.  Is he a person who 
earnestly desires to obey the Lord but simply cannot be baptized?  
Or is he merely using the thief as a means of evading the Lord’s 
command?  And if the latter, is he not more like the first thief than 
the second?  What comfort can an appeal to a penitent thief be to 
him?

The Death of Jesus (23:44–49; cf. Matt. 27:45–56; Mark 
15:33–41)

1. Research Project:  The Three Hours of Darkness (vv. 44–
45). 

2. Matthew 27:50–51 & Mark 15:37–38 specify the definite 
time when the veil of the temple was rent (v. 45b).  Drawing upon 


